
This year CMS wel-

comes the STEM program to 

sixth grade. We are excited 

about welcoming students 

both from our community 

and the those from Crofton, 

Magothy River, Severn Riv-

er, Annapolis, Bates, and 

Southern Middle Schools 

who were selected as STEM 

students. At the present time, 

we are working on the crea-

tion of the course selections 

for both the STEM classes 

and non– STEM classes. The 

registration night for STEM 

students will be March 12. 

The registration for all sixth 

graders from our feeder area 

will be conducted in the ele-

mentary schools by CMS 

counselors. A schedule and 

information will go out from 

the elementary schools once 

it is finalized.  

 Report cards will be 

sent home on February 3. 

Please review your chil-

dren’s report cards with 

them and encourage them to 

do their best. Students who 

have two failing grades in 

the same subject are in dan-

ger of failing that subject. If 

your child received a failing 

grade last year  for a subject 

they are failing this year they 

are also in danger of failing. 

Please contact your child’s 

counselor if you have any 

questions or concerns re-

garding the report card. 
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Golden Cobras 

Striking Success 

Dear Parents: 

As the first semester 

ends and the school teams analyze 

student data, we pause to reflect 

on what changes are necessary to 

promote higher and higher 

achievement by all our students. 

We have built advisory classes for 

all students.  We have advisory 

classes for intervention,  Algebra 

support, study skills and work 

completion. Many teachers are 

offering lunch help and after 

school help sessions weekly. This 

year we have spent a great deal of 

time and energy trying to support 

students in getting work done, and 

meeting success.  

We have a growing con-

cern over the work ethic of our 

students. This year as the rigor 

has increased by the common core 

we find our students unable or 

unwilling to persevere through 

work they could do. We are con-

cerned for their future academic 

careers as they move forward to 

the next level. At some point in 

time we  have all had to work 

hard to perfect our skills in order 

to advance. There is no one out 

there who is successful by acci-

dent. Success takes perseverance 

and hard work. If your child is 

meeting a challenge with their 

school work this year, encourage 

them to use every resource, ask 

questions, and work harder. Do 

not let them make excuses. Do 

not accept minimal compliance 

with assignments. Help us to push 

students to do their best. We have 

very bright students and they can 

all be successful here. Please con-

tact your team leader or counselor 

if you need support or have ques-

tions. 

  Our in-house regis-

tration of 7th and 8th grades 

for next year will begin in Feb-

ruary.  The grade level coun-

selors will meet with students 

in math classes to explain the 

registration form and review 

the course description booklet.  

Following these registration 

sessions, students will bring 

their registration materials 

home to review their options 

with you.  The materials in-

clude a course description 

booklet and registration form.  

The registration booklet can be 

found on line at the aacps.org  

website. Please review these 

materials carefully with your 

child. Both your signature and 

the student’s signature are re-

quired on the registration form 

to complete the registration 

process. Completed and signed 

forms must be returned to 

the math teachers no later 

than February 27. 

When completing and 

reviewing your child’s regis-

tration form, pay particular 

attention to the choices you 

make in the encore subjects.  

Unlike the core program of 

studies, student selections de-

termine which encore pro-

grams are scheduled and 

staffed. The staff roster  will 

be finalized by April 15. It is 

important that encore selec-

tions be made wisely.  The 

courses offered next fall are 

determined now by the num-

ber of students choosing 

them at this time. Since the 

staffing is decided based on 

these selections, changes in 

encore will not be honored if 

the encore was a first, sec-

ond,  or third choice.   



asked to present a gov-

ernment/state issued 

photo ID (i.e Driver’s 

License) to a staff person in 

the school office. The ID will be 

scanned and the following in-

formation collected: your photo, 

name and date of birth. This 

information will be utilized to 

check you in, create an ID 

badge, and compare your infor-

mation against sexual offender 

databases throughout the 

county. 

If your name appears on the list 

or you refuse to allow the use 

of your ID, you will NOT be al-

lowed access to the school.  

You will also be asked to check 

out with the office upon leav-

ing.  The information will not be 

shared outside of the school 

CMS is equipped with a video 

camera system.  It covers se-

lected interior and exterior pub-

lic portions of the building/

grounds. 

It is NOT monitored constantly, 

but is monitored during emer-

gency situations.  During events 

when the safety or security of 

students may be in question, 

authorized personnel from lo-

cal, state or federal police or 

fire emergency units may be 

given access to view images 

projected on the camera sys-

tem.  If you have any questions 

about the system, you should 

call the supervisor of School 

Security at 410-222-5083. 

V-Soft by Raptor Ware….. 

When you visit our 

school you will be 

and is kept on a secure server.  

Your assistance in keeping stu-

dents safe is appreciated. 

Video Camera System/V-Soft School Security 
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      Our Mission 

All Students will 

achieve high levels 

of performance on 

quality standards 

through active 

engagement in  

instruction tailored 

to their needs and 

interests. 

We will be conducting MOCK 

PARCC testing in advisory classes to allow 

students an opportunity to practice the testing 

task, meet and work with their test examiner 

and go over test taking strategies.  Their test 

examiner is a teacher they have for one of their 

courses. PARCC primary testing dates are be-

low for the two dates for  this year, PBA -

Problem-based assessment and EOY -End of 

the year assessment : 

Access for ELLS— 1/12/15-2/13/15 

                PARCC PBA /       PARCC EOY  

Grade 6— 3/9/15-4/13/15-online Grade 6—

4/27/15-5/22/15-online  

Grade 7— 3/16/15-4/20/15-online Grade 7—

5/1/15-5/29/15-online  

   PARCC PBA /     PARCC EOY  

Grade 8— 3/23/15-4/13/15-paper/pencil  

Grade 8—5/4/15-5/15/15-paper/pencil  

MSA Science 8th grade— April 15 and April 

16  

As we close out this semester we are very 

proud of the work our students and teachers 

have accomplished. 90% of our students are 

receiving A,B,Cs academically and our behav-

ior is excellent. There have been  only 48 of-

fice referrals. which is outstanding in a school 

of 1046 students CMS is an awesome place to 

work and learn. 

 Sincerely,  

Millie Beall 
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 If you are picking your student up early, 

please arrive before 2:30. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

All Parents and Visitors must have a government  

issued ID in hand upon  

entrance to our building.  

 NO exceptions! 

 

 

Thank you for your help in keeping Central Middle 
School safe. 
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Blackboard 

Check Blackboard often and stay informed 

 To access Blackboard.... 

1.       Log onto the internet.    

 

2.       Type www.aacps.org   (Anne Arundel County’s homepage) 

 and enter. 

 

3.       Click on the light blue Human Resources/ Employment 

  (located on the far right of the page). 

 

4.       In the menu, click on the term BLACKBOARD. 

 

5.       Click on the large blue word that says LOGIN (top left of  

 page). 

 

6.       Type in the username: centralms (all lowercase and all one 

 word) 

 

7.       Type in the password: cobras (all lowercase) 

 

8.       Click on What’s Happening at Central Middle School 

 

9.        Now you can view information in any of the tabs on the 

 left-hand side of the screen. 

 

WHEN WEATHER CONDITIONS ARE BAD…… 

Please have a plan in place (ie when temperatures are 

frigid not to wait more than 10 minutes at the bus 

stop)   with your student when weather conditions 

may delay busses arriving at the morning bus stops.    

http://www.aacps.org


 

 
 Introduction to French 7th grade students are about to 

begin exploring restaurant vocabulary.  They will be creating café culinary 
menus and will participate in being their own best critics as the coveted 
Michelin Guide stars are awarded to their fictitious café cuisine.  Students 

who may feel they need an extra boost should be attending Help Days on 
Tuesdays afterschool! 

 We will begin counting our way through telling time, the cal-
endar, and holidays as we progress through the third marking period.  
Students will be relying on many already established English skills as they 

master these new French concepts and vocabulary.  Remember, help is 
just a click away at the textbook website at www.my.hrw.com —their 

textbook website—to practice and to explore! (user name and passwords 
have been provided). 
 Need extra credit?  Listen to the news as the fun of 

Winter Carnival in French-speaking Quebec is celebrated 
Jan. 30 through February 15th and Mardi Gras preparations 

in New Orleans gear up for a fabulous holiday on 
February 17th!    

 
 

 

French 1 8th grade students have been flying through the New Year. 
Their determination from last year is paying off in multiple ways as we re-

view and build upon vocabulary this year.  The midterm exam results 
were VERY promising, proving that these students are more than ready to 
take on the challenge of French 2 in high school! Remember, help is just a 

click away at the textbook website at www.my.hrw.com —their textbook 
website—to practice and to explore! (user name and passwords have been 

provided). 
 We are now focusing on describing our personal world, es-
pecially friends, family, electronic possessions, and bedrooms!   

Keep an eye out for publicity for  the Mardi Gras holiday ap-
proaching on February 17th!  Who will be our Royal Pâtissiers 

and our King and Queen of the class Mardi Gras events?  Stay 
tuned for the results of the revelry! 

 

 We have formed committees and 
are creatively editing our ad campaign and ac-

tivities for French Week in April.    
                       We also continue to correspond with Collège Châteaucoin in 
France and are planning our next package to share cultural life in the 

United States with our French friends in Baugé.  
 Finally!  On to Mardi Gras!  Wait until club members see this year’s 

Cajun surprises as we immerse ourselves in New Orleans’ Carnival on 
February 17th!  Laissez les bons temps rouler!   



HOW  DO  YOU   PLAN  TO  SEE  THE  WORLD 

NEXT YEAR? 
CONSIDER THIS. . .  

 
As South River High School’s registration process  for 
2015-16 finishes and Central Middle School’s registra-
tion process is on the horizon, the World Language 

teachers would like parents and all students consider-
ing world language enrollment next year to reflect on 

the questions which follow.     
Whatever travel path you choose, make sure you are selecting the 

path for the right reasons for your future.  When you are happy with your 

choice,  learning is so much easier!  Choose wisely! 
 

 
 
 

6TH GRADERS ENTERING 7TH GRADE  (Required) 
ALL 7th graders will take a world language.  The decision to be made is 

which language is best for you. 
 

1. Does French, Spanish or Chinese interest you most?  Why? 
 
2. If you are currently taking World Language Connections or already 

    did, in which language have you excelled?   
    (Reread those passport reflections!) 

 
3. Do you have a background in a certain world language or does your 
    family know a certain second language?   

 
4. Do you have good study habits to be successful in depth in a single 

world language?  Which language? 
 
 

7TH GRADERS ENTERING 8TH GRADE  (Elective)-High School Credit Course 
1. Have you been successful with a “C” or better in 7th grade Intro 

French/Chinese/Spanish?  Has your teacher recommended you for 
continuing in the language? 

 

2. Are your study habits of world language and your interest  in the cul-
ture solid enough to ensure success in French, Chinese or Spanish in 

this everyday, rigorous high school level 1 course? 
 
3. Are your Language Arts skills strong (reading, vocabulary, writing)?  

Your knowledge of the English language  is an excellent predictor of 
success in World Language study. 

 



 

Connecting You and Your Child to Information on Our Journey to Greatness  

                               

 

 

The evidence is consistent, positive, and convincing:  families have a major 
influence on their children’s achievement. When schools, families, and 

community groups work together to support learning, children tend to do 
better in school, stay in school longer, and like school more.”    

Anne T. Henderson, Karen L. Mapp 

 

Parent Link 

Published by: 
The Office of School & Family Partnerships 

410-222-5414; ttudor@aacps.org 

Parent Link 
 

 

 

 

February 2015 

 
Watch for further information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Volunteer of the Month 
To nominate outstanding volunteers for the AACPS 

Volunteer of the Month Award, email 
ttudor@aacps.org 

 

 
 

Office of School & Family Partnerships AACPS TV 
Programs: Comcast and Broadstripe Channel 96, & 

Verizon Channel 36. 
 

Parent Connection, Parents’ Corner, World View 
Nuestra Comunidad (Our Community), and  

¡Charlemos Juntos! (Let’s Chat) 

 

Supporting Your 
Children in  

English Language Arts 
 

By Dessolene Davis, NBCT 
AACPS Department of Elementary 
Reading and Integrated Literacy  

 

Maryland is implementing more rigorous and consistent learning 
expectations to meet the English Language Arts College and Career 
Readiness Standards (ELACCRS).  This shift is reflected in AACPS 
Language Arts instruction across the grades and content areas.     
 

What is expected of students?  Students in every grade level are 
challenged to read more non-fiction texts – “real life” current and 
historical events, natural and technical sciences, biographies.  This 
includes reading and understanding more complex “real world” 
technical manuals, application forms, insurance claims, college 
textbooks and articles.  They will be better equipped to succeed when 
they graduate.   
 

Students are also expected to discuss and write about what they’ve 
read, and always with supporting evidence. Now they must carefully 
review the text and “read closely” to find the information to support 
their position or claim. 
 

You can help: Reinforce this skill by asking your kids for evidence to 
support their arguments and discussions in real life activities and 
situations.  For example, expect your children to use facts and other 
evidence to justify why they should receive certain gifts or privileges.  
Encourage them to research supporting evidence to strengthen ideas. 
 

Finally, students are now reading and listening to more complex text 
and are expected to use more complex words.  This is vital to 
vocabulary growth and stronger reading skills in all content areas 
throughout the school day.   
 

You can help: Look for books to read aloud that will stretch your 
child’s vocabulary, then practice using those new words in real life 
activities. 
 

You can help: There is one simple, activity that research 
overwhelmingly shows is the most effective thing you can do to 
support your children’s reading and academic skills development:  
Read with your children every day, no matter their age or grade level.  
Read aloud, share-read texts, find facts to support ideas, and talk about 
what you are reading.   Enjoy learning together. 

  

 

Spring is Coming!! 
and so is the 

Spring Family Involvement Conference 
(As of Parent Link publication time, the conference date 

and location were not finalized.) 
 

But we do know: 
 The conference will be in Mid-March, on a 

weekday, and during school hours. 
 Topics will pertain to families with children, 

K-12th grade. 
 There will be a terrific Key Note Speaker. 
 

Watch for Conference Details 
on the AACPS website: www.aacps.org 

in the March Parent Link 
in your child’s backpack. 

 
 

mailto:ttudor@aacps.org
mailto:ttudor@aacps.org
http://www.aacps.org/


 
Conectándolo a Ud. y a su Hijo a la Información en Nuestro Camino a la Grandeza                           

  

 

 

“La evidencia es consistente, positiva y convincente: las familias tienen una gran influencia 
en el rendimiento de sus hijos. Cuando las escuelas, las familias y los grupos de la comunidad 
trabajan juntos para apoyar el aprendizaje, los niños tienden a mejorar en la escuela, 
permanecer en la escuela por más tiempo y les gusta más la escuela.”   Anne T. Henderson, 
Karen L. Mapp 

Parent Link 

Publicado por: 
La Oficina de Asociaciones entre la Escuela y la Familia 

410-222-5414; ttudor@aacps.org 

Parent Link 
 

 

 

 

Febrero 2015 

 
Watch for further information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Voluntario del Mes 
 

Para nominar voluntarios excepcionales al Premio 
Voluntario de Mes de AACPS escriba a ttudor@aacps.org 

 
 

Programas en AACPS TV de la Oficina de Asociaciones 
entre la Escuela y la Familia por Comcast y Broadstripe 

Canal 96 & Verizon Canal 36: 
 

Parent Connection, Parents’ Corner,  
World View, Nuestra Comunidad y 

 ¡Charlemos Juntos! 

 

Apoyando a sus Hijos en 
Artes de Lenguaje de 

Ingles 
 

Por Dessolene Davis, NBCT 
AACPS Departamento de Lectura 
Primaria y Alfabetización Integral  

Maryland está implementando  expectativas de aprendizaje más 
rigurosa y consistente  para cumplir con las Normas de Preparación de 
Carrera en  Arte de Lenguaje Ingles (de las siglas en ingles ELACCRS). Este 
cambio se refleja en la instrucción en AACPS en Artes del Lenguaje través 
de los grados y áreas de contenido. 
 
¿Qué se espera de los estudiantes? Los estudiantes en cada nivel de 
grado son retados a leer  más textos de no ficción – eventos actuales e 
históricos de la "vida real", las ciencias naturales y técnicas, biografías. Esto 
incluye leyendo y entendiendo más complejos manuales técnicos del 
"mundo real", formularios de solicitud, las reclamaciones de seguros, libros 
al nivel de la universidad y artículos. Estarán mejor preparados para tener 
éxito cuando se gradúen. 
 
También se espera que los estudiantes puedan discutir y escribir sobre lo 
que han leído y siempre con la correspondiente documentación 
acreditativa. Ahora deben revisar el texto cuidadosamente y "leer 
detenidamente" para encontrar la información para apoyar su posición o 
reclamar.   
 
Usted puede ayudar: Reforzar esta habilidad pidiéndole a sus hijos  
evidencia para apoyar sus argumentos y discusiones en las actividades de 
la vida real y situaciones. Por ejemplo, espere que sus niños usen hechos y 
otras pruebas para justificar por qué deberán recibir ciertos regalos o 
privilegios. Anímelos a investigar  evidencias para reforzar sus ideas. 
 
Finalmente, los estudiantes ahora están leyendo y escuchando a texto más 
complejo y se espera que usen palabras más complejas. Esto es vital para el 
crecimiento de vocabulario y habilidades de lectura más fuertes en todas 
las áreas de contenido a lo largo del día escolar.  
 
Usted puede ayudar: Buscar libros para leer en voz alta que estire el 
vocabulario de su niño, entonces practicar el uso de esas palabras nuevas 
en las actividades de la vida real. 
 
Usted puede ayudar: Hay una sencilla actividad que abrumadoramente 
demuestra la investigación que es lo más eficaz que usted puede hacer 
para apoyar la lectura de sus hijos y el desarrollo de habilidades 
académicas: Leer con sus niños cada día, sin importar su edad o del nivel 
de grado. Leer en voz alta, compartir la lectura de textos, buscar hechos 
para apoyar ideas y hablar sobre lo que está leyendo. Disfrutar aprender 
juntos. 

  

 

¡Llega la Primavera!! 
Y también 

Conferencia de Participación de 
Padres 

(A partir de tiempo de publicación de Parent Link,  la 
fecha y lugar de la Conferencia no estaban finalizados.) 

 

Pero sí sabemos: 
 La conferencia será a mediados de marzo, 

un día de semana y durante las horas 
escolares. 

 Los temas se refieren a familias con niños 
en los grados K al 12. 

 Habrá un estupendo Orador   para el 
Discurso de Apertura. 

 

Estén pendientes para los detalles de la 
Conferencia 

en el sitio web AACPS: www.aacps.org 
en el boletín de marzo de Parent Link 

en la mochila de su niño. 









Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  

1 2  Red B 3 Yellow A 

 

Report Card  

Distribution 

4  Blue B 5    Red A 

 

6  Yellow B 

 

7 

8 9   Blue A 10  Red B 11 Yellow A 

 

2 Hour Early  

Dismissal 

12  Blue B 13   Red A 14 

15 16  

Presidents Day 

School Closed 

17    Yellow B 18   Blue A 19   Red B 20  Yellow A 21 

22 23  Blue B 

 

24    Red A 25   Yellow B 26   Blue A 27   Red B 28 

 

CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

221 Central Avenue East 

Edgewater, MD 21037 

410-956-5800 

Fax 410-956-1266 

  

February 2015—Central Middle 

Golden  

Cobras 

Striking  

Success! 
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