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From the Principal
Dear Parents,
As we enter the month of October, we find ourselves in full swing of our school year. We are
immersed in daily routines, new testing initiatives, as well as upcoming field trips and school events.
I would like to thank all the parents who attended “Back to School” night on September 6h and
volunteer orientation on September 8th. These two events were well attended and a huge success.
Please mark your calendars for the following upcoming events.

October 3-28– Kids Helping Kids Food Drive
October 10th – Parent Coffee
October 12th – School Closed
October 13th – Fall Picture Day
October 15 – Family “Green Activity” Rain Garden 9:30AM
October 20-21 School Closed for Students
October 31 – November 7 – Fall Book Fair
November 3rd – Math Night
October 31 – Halloween Parade 12:25pm
October 28th and 31st – 2 hour early dismissal – End of 1st Marking Period
We are proud to announce that Central Elementary achieved 3rd place in last year’s Kids Helping
Kids Food Drive. We collected over $11,000 in Monetary Donations and 91,000 pounds of food. South
River High School was awarded 1st place. This year’s food drive begins on October 5th.

In the next month, students in grades K-2 (as well as select students in grade 3) will be involved in the Fountas &
Pinnell (F&P) Benchmark Assessment.

This is in alignment with the AACPS focus on early literacy. This

assessment will provide specific information about the independent, instructional, and frustration reading level
for these students. This will help guide instructional decisions for these students. More information concerning
these assessments will be discussed during our Parent Coffee events and during November parent conferences.

The annual Halloween parade will be held on Friday, October 28th at 12:25 (This is a two hour
early dismissal day). We ask that all costumes be brought to school in a bag. Students should not
wear their costumes to school. We also ask that costumes do not include weapons, blood, gore, or
violence.

Also, please be aware of parking limitations at our school. Carpooling is highly

recommended.

In order to insure your child’s success throughout the school year, we ask that you set the
routine of reviewing your child’s Take Home Folder, agenda book (grades 1-5) and homework each
night. Establishing the routine of fully completing homework each day and packing book bags before
going to bed will allow your child to be ready to learn each day.

As always, we are presenting you with an open invitation to visit your child’s classroom or
make an appointment for a conference with their teacher. When visiting our classrooms, please take
the opportunity to silence your cell phones. Please also be sure to visit the main office to obtain a
visitor’s badge before visiting classrooms.

Sincerely,
Kirk Greubel
Principal
Central Elementary

ParentConnect Grades
Grades 1-12

Stay involved in your child’s learning. Communicate with your child’s team of teachers through
the agenda book or email. In addition, parents have access to their child’s grades on line using
the Parent Connect program. Elementary school parents can complete an on-line registration
form by accessing the ParentCONNECTxp homepage. Go to www.aacps.org. click on Parents
and then ParentCONNECTxp- click the ParentCONNECTxp button then by clicking on the
Request Account button. Once the information is verified, you will receive your
ParentCONNECTxp user name and password via email. If you already have an account due to
having middle or high school students in Anne Arundel County, your elementary student(s) can
be added to your existing PCxp account. Send an email to parentconnectxp@aacps.org with the
following information: Child’s first and last name, grade, school and your ParentConnectxp User
ID.

REFLECTIONS ART PROGRAM
The winner for the 2016 Reflections Program for Outstanding Interpretation in
Photography was Lottie Allen- Emerson, She received a first place ribbon an award and a check
for 75.00 Congratulations Lottie!

FEDERAL IMPACT AID SURVERY FORM
On Friday, September 30, 2016, your child should have brought home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form.
Please assist us by filling out the information requested
on the form.
The school system receives approximately $3 million in funding from the Federal government in support
of our children after the forms are processed. Thank you in advance for your support and assistance.

Dear Green Central Families,
As you know our theme this year is “Going Green”! Consider coming out Saturday, October 15 th from
9:30-11:30 (or anytime in between) to help us maintain the rain garden. We need to cut back some
plants as well has heavily weed. We will have some tools and gloves available, but we can also use
shears and loppers to get the thicker growth. We also need a couple tarps and wheelbarrows.
Children are welcome and encouraged, but they must have a parent with them. Our wonderful Cindy
Waring (Master Gardener), will be assigning tasks upon arrival. E-mail Dana Manojlovic at
dmanojlovic@aacps.org with any questions.

Thank you so much to all of our volunteers – our school would not be as GRRRR….EAT without you.
If you would like to volunteer at school please let your child’s teacher know and be sure to watch the
volunteer video. We also have many opportunities to help us – sent out by the PTA! Picture Days,
Book Fairs, etc. all need our wonderful parents to make it work. The video can be viewed on line at
aacps.org; under the parent tab – Family Partnerships – Volunteer! View the video and send in the
acknowledgement form. You only need to view the volunteer video one time!

Book Fair
Calling all READERS……. Our annual fall book fair is on the way! Central
Elementary’s Book Fair will be open for students beginning Monday, October 31
thru Tuesday – Monday, November 7.
This is a great opportunity for parents and
children to stock up their libraries, buy gifts for friends and teachers. We will be
sending a flyer home in the coming weeks detailing when your student’s class will
be attending the book fair. The book fair is also open the evening of November
3rd for our PTA sponsored Math Night. If you haven’t attended Math Night – it is
loads of fun with your teachers and staff running math activities plus ice cream for
all students and siblings! More information to follow soon.
LOST AND FOUND

and Found Box is located on the left side of the Multipurpose Room in
front of the stage. If your child is missing something, please have them check –
lunch boxes, coats, hats, sweatshirts. For obvious health and safety reasons any clothing not
claimed by October 23rd will be donated. Please be sure to put your child’s name in the
jackets/sweatshirts and lunchboxes so we can return them.
Our Lost

BUSES
School buses are solely for the transportation of pupils between school and home. Students
are to use the bus stops nearest their homes.
Exceptional Bus Requests: If a student must ride a bus other than his assigned bus, the parent
must contact the office either in person or in writing. An Exceptional Transportation Request
Form must be filled out five (5) days in advance. Forms must then be approved by an
administrator. The school cannot honor requests made by phone for a child to ride a
different bus. (Visiting a friend, socializing, playdates are not approved reasons to ride an
alternate bus).

Newsletters….
Newsletters are now on the School Website. If you do not have computer access, please contact Mrs.
Rocker in the office and we will distribute a hard copy of the Newsletter for your student to bring home.
Each month the newsletter will be posted at the beginning of the month.

LATE ARRIVALS and EARLY DISMISSALS
As we try to keep all interruptions to our classrooms to a minimum your help is needed. Please keep in
mind that our school day ends at 3:25. Picking your child up 15 minutes early to beat the traffic is just as
disruptive to instruction as arriving 15 minutes late. Perfect attendance has to be just that … Perfect
attendance. You must come in to the office and show ID before we will call your student to the office.

MAKE UP WORK POLICY
If your child is going to be absent from school for just one or two days it is not necessary to call school
to request any missed assignments. Once your child returns to school he/she will be given a fair
opportunity to make up any work missed. If your child will be out for an extended period of time due
to illness or family emergency (3 or more days) feel free to call school in the morning and we will have
assignments gathered together for you as soon as possible.

Harvest for the Hungry
October -November

Did you know that 16% of children under the age of 5 in Maryland are at risk of
hunger? The Anne Arundel County Food Bank needs your help! Harvest for the
Hungry starts in a few weeks. Please send in canned food or cash donations to
your child’s class. This year Central Elementary School was recognized for
being one of the top 10 schools in the county in last year’s food drive. We would
love to make as big of an impact this year to help the needy. Thank you for your
support! More information will come home shortly.

School Attendance
1. Did you know that your child’s absence must be accompanied
by a note to be counted as an excused absence? If your
child doesn’t bring a note to the teacher after an absence it
will be counted as an unexcused absence.
2. Did you know that students who miss school are at a learning disadvantage? They may be able
to make up the work from that day but they will never be able to make up the learning from
that day. Regular school attendance is extremely important.

GOING ON A VACATION IS NOT A LEGAL ABSENCE
Lateness to School Any student arriving at school and not in homeroom by 9:00 a.m. is
considered late for school. These students must report to the main office to sign in, receive a
late pass, and report to class. Late students will not be admitted to class without a late pass
from the office. If these procedures are not followed, a student could possibly be marked absent
from school.
Release of Students As has been the practice in the Anne Arundel County Public Schools for
many years, care must be taken whenever a student is released early from school. Any adult,
parent, or guardian, picking up a student must be listed on the student’s emergency card
AND provide a government issued photo identification.

Tips to Prevent the Flu
Influenza or "flu" is a respiratory infection caused by a virus. The flu virus is contained in secretions from the
nose and respiratory system of a person who has the flu. Viruses get in the air when the person sneezes or coughs.
Covering a cough or sneeze with a tissue, mask or even a sleeve reduces the airborne virus. Flu viruses can also
get on surfaces. They are killed by sunlight; but hands may touch the surface of items indoors that have been
handled or sneezed on by people with viruses. When a person touches a surface contaminated with the flu virus
and then touches his nose, mouth or mucus membranes, he can contract the flu.

WASH YOUR HANDS!!!
Hand washing is one of the easiest and best ways to prevent infection and to avoid getting or passing on the virus.
Use alcohol based hand sanitizers if washing facilities are not handy. Teach children how to wash hands properly.
What is proper hand washing?

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the American Society for Microbiology (ASM) offer
these instructions for proper hand washing:






Wet your hands with warm, running water and apply liquid or clean bar soap. Lather well.
Rub your hands vigorously together for at least 20 seconds.
Scrub all surfaces, including the backs of your hands, wrists, between your fingers and under your
fingernails.
Rinse well.
Leave the water running when you are finished rinsing. Then dry your hands with a clean or disposable
towel. Use the towel to turn off the faucet and to turn the door knob.

General Tips to Avoid Flu












Avoid close contact with sick people.
Get a flu shot every year if it is available to you.
Travelers may need shots out of season. These may be available from travel medicine clinics.
Keep your environment clean and comfortable.
Wash your hands often.
Carry tissues and hand sanitizers.
Avoid crowds and poorly ventilated public places.
Spend time outdoors when you can.
Eat a healthy diet and exercise regularly.
Don't smoke.
Cover your cough.

