
Dear  Parents, 

 During the summer 

months, our scheduler Mr. Rav-

anbakhsh, has worked diligently 

creating the appropriate sched-

ules for nearly 1100 students. 

Where possible we have tried to 

accommodate requests for 

changes this summer, however it 

is not always possible. The en-

core staffing is done in the 

Spring based on student selec-

tion. We will not be making any 

schedule changes in encore clas-

ses.  In the core subject areas, 

we reviewed achievement data 

to insured that all students were 

appropriately placed. All place-

ment decisions were made fol-

lowing AACPS course criteria, so 

that all of our students will be 

College and Career Ready. 

 Our Back to School 

Night Is September 11. The par-

ents will experience a typical 

day in the life of their middle 

school  student by following their 

child’s schedule.  At 5:30 our 

PTSA will be having their annual 

Club Expo and general meeting. 

Also at 5:30 pm the Physical 

Education and Health depart-

ment  will present  the Family 

Life and Human Sexuality pro-

gram to sixth grade parents. The 

program materials will continue 

to be available for parents to 

review. We hope everyone finds 

the evening informative. If you 

have additional questions please 

do not hesitate to contact us.  

 The student led con-

ferences will be continued this 

year. Student-led conferences 

are held November 24 and 25. 

Watch for more information in 

the weeks to come. Parents will 

have an opportunity to visit each 

of their child’s teachers and see 

a portfolio of selected pieces of 

your student’s work. 

 Our School Improve-

ment team will be revising our 

School Improvement plan. In 

order to continue our tradition 

of excellence. We analyze the 

data and revise our plan based  

on this review. The changes to 

the School Improvement plan are 

an on-going action. If you would 

like to be a part of the School 

Improvement Team please con-

tact Ms. Beall. The team meets 

the second Wednesday of each 

month at 3:00 pm. in room 223. 

It is through this work that Cen-

tral Middle School can elevate all 

students’ achievement. 

 Extended day Help 

Days are  available to your stu-

dents on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

in the afternoon.  Every teacher 

is available either on Tuesday or 

Thursday afternoon to assist 

students with academic con-

cerns. The help may include 

missed assignments due to ab-

sence, lack of understanding or 

work that does not meet stand-

ards. Some students may be 

bringing a letter from the princi-

pal informing you that they need 

to attend a help session.  These 

sessions are not a disciplinary 

action. They are a supportive 

intervention for students to work 

to their full potential. Central 

Middle School is committed to 

making sure every student meets 

their academic potential and 

performs at high academic lev-

els. Sometimes students need 

extra time to do this. Please 

support your teachers’ requests 

by insisting your child stays. 

 Active involvement of 

parents is important to a child’s 

education.  While students are 

fighting for independence and 

experimenting with social/

emotional goals, we must be 

there to help them take the right 

path.  Vigilance and involvement 

are never as important as they 

are now.  The adolescent is 

someone who reacts emotionally 

to situations and  responds to 

the situation with little or no 

thought. Research supports the 

fact that the area of the brain 

which controls impulsivity is 

under developed during adoles-

cence.  It is not the time to back  
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Cobras Striking Success 

away.  As parents, it is our respon-

sibility to see that our children 

have adequate supervision, healthy 

choices of recreation, proper rest, 

food, exercise, and entertainment.  

 Stay involved in your 

child’s learning. Communicate with 

your child’s team of teachers 

through the agenda book or email. 

Many of the teams have set up 

Blackboard sites to assist parents 

and students with their expecta-

tions. Be sure to visit the site to 

see what is out there. In addition, 

parents now have access to their 

child’s grades on line  using the 

Parent Connect program. If you 

signed up last year, you do not 

need to sign up again this year.   

Sixth grade parents DO NOT need to 

sign up this year. If you still need to 

set up your account you can do so 

on the intranet. See page 7 of this 

letter for further information. The 

Connect Ed system will be back up 

and running on  September 9 . To-

gether, we truly will make a differ-

ence! Visit us and get to know us. 

Remember the principal’s door is 

always open and parents are en-

couraged to communicate directly.  

 Sincerely, 

 Millie Beall 

 Principal 

 

 mlbeall@aacps.org  



During each school year, various drills are conducted at every school to en-
sure that staff and students are prepared in the event of an emergency. 
These drills include monthly fire/evacuation drills.  

 In addition five drills with scenarios developed by the school system’s Office 
of School Security and based upon various possible emergency scenarios are 
done each year. These include, but are not limited to: evacuation for natural 
gas emergencies; shelter for tornado and earthquake; shelter for outside haz-
ardous materials release; lockout for danger outside of the school building, 
reverse evacuation back into the school for students and staff outside; and 
lockdown for a person with a weapon inside of the school.   

 These drills are discussed with staff prior to the drill, evaluated once the drill 
is complete. In some cases, the drills may be discussed with students before 
they take place. 

V-Soft by Raptor Ware….. 

When you visit our school you 

will be asked to present a gov-

ernment/state issued photo ID 

(i.e Driver’s License) to a staff 

person in the school office. The 

ID will be scanned and the fol-

lowing information collected: 

your photo, name and date of 

birth. This information will be 

utilized to check you in, create 

an ID badge, and compare your 

information against sexual of-

fender databases throughout 

the county. 

If your name appears on the list 

or you refuse to allow the use 

of your ID, you will NOT be al-

lowed access to the school.  

CMS is equipped with a video 

camera system.  It covers se-

lected interior and exterior pub-

lic portions of the building/

grounds. 

It is NOT monitored constantly, 

but is monitored during emer-

gency situations.  During events 

when the safety or security of 

students may be in question, 

authorized personnel from lo-

cal, state or federal police or 

fire emergency units may be 

given access to view images 

projected on the camera sys-

tem.  If you have any questions 

about the system, you should 

call the supervisor of School 

Security at 410-222-5083. 

You will also be asked to check 

out with the office upon leaving.  

The information will not be 

shared outside of the school and 

is kept on a secure server.  Your 

assistance in keeping students 

safe is appreciated. 

EMERGENCY DRILLS 

Video Camera System/V-Soft School Security 

Back-To-School Night 

 

You will follow your child’s 

schedule and begin your day 

in their first period class.  

Teachers will present their 

instructional programs and 

their policies and proce-

dures. 

 

Please plan 

to join us for 

a very in-

formative 

evening! 

Central Middle’s Back-to-

School night will be held on 

Thursday, September 11, 

2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

PTSA Club Expo - 5:30 pm 

Page 2 Central Middle School 

      Our Mission 

All Students will 

achieve high levels 

of performance on 

quality standards 

through active 

engagement in  

instruction tailored 

to their needs and 

interests. 



Page 3 Central Middle School 

 

A little birdie told me... 

Central Middle 

is now on Twitter! 

Follow us 

@CentralMidaacps 

Get news and updates 

from our school and AACPS 

  

 

REMINDER FOR PARENTS AND STUDENTS 

If your student feels ill during the school day, please let them know to 

report to the Health Room (located near the main office). The Health 

Room staff will assess the student and then call a parent.  Students are 

not allowed to use their cell phones in the classroom for texting or 

any other purpose.  

 If you are picking your student 

up early, please arrive before 2:30. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 



 Periodically candid photographs of students are taken for publication in the yearbook. Local newspapers, or 
presentations concerning school programs or events.  If you do NOT want your child photographed under these or 
similar circumstances, please complete and return the tear-off form below. 

 

*************************************************************************
***************** 

_____ I do NOT want my child’s photograph to be included in any candid photos. 

 

Child’s Name __________________________       Grade ___________ 

Parent Signature __________________________________________ 

Candid Photographs 
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STEM at Central Middle School 
 
The 2014-2015 school year at Central Middle School will be full of STEM opportunities for stu-
dents!  Did you know that Central Middle School has a number of teachers who have been 
trained in teaching STEM for over three years?  This training has allowed the STEM team to de-
velop a true understanding for the rigor of the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  
Over the summer, CMS STEM teachers planned authentic and exciting STEM design challenges 
for students.  This year each grade level will focus on a STEM centered theme through their 
Advisory class.  Our 6th grade will delve into just what is STEM – Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Math.  Seventh grade will discover what engineering is while 8th graders will focus on 
innovation – improving the future through STEM.  In addition to the design challenges, each 
grade level expects to offer STEM field experiences and some students will be able to apply for 
advanced studies in STEM.  Be on the lookout for different opportunities throughout the year. 
 
Save the date – Our second annual STEM Expo will be held on Thursday, February 19th (snow 
date February 26th).  If you are interested in helping out at the Expo or volunteering for a STEM 
event/activity throughout the year, please email CMS STEM Department Chair, Kristy Fidyk 
kfidyk@aacps.org. Please state the grade level(s) that you would like to help. If you have a 
business that wants to present a STEM topic at the expo please email Kristy Fidyk with - Busi-
ness for Expo – in the subject line. Please provide a brief description of your business and how 
you would like to participate in the Expo.  Volunteers will be contacted when grade level 
needs arrive throughout the year.  Thank you to all of the parents that helped with last year’s 
STEM Expo!  We are looking forward to another year of STEM excellence! 

mailto:kfidyk@aacps.org


Mark your 

calendars……. 

Federal Impact Aid Survey Form 

 On Tuesday, September 30, 2014 your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form.  Please 

assist us by filling out the information requested on the form and return to the Anne Arundel County Public 

Schools in the self-addressed, stamped envelope provided. 

 The US Department of Education has now requested a separate survey form for each  child and each 

survey form must be signed and dated by the Parent/Guardian.   

 If needed, additional forms may be obtained from the school or downloaded from the AACPS website 

(www.aacps.org) under Students, Forms.  The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for  2014-2015   will be availa-

ble to download on September 30, 2014.  We will also be using our Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notifica-

tion System to remind everyone about the significance of completing and returning this survey.  The school 

system receives approximately $2 million in funding from the Federal government in support of our children 

after the forms are processed. 

Thank you in advance for your support and assistance.  Should you have any questions regarding this infor-

mation, please contact Ms. Donna Barker at 410-222-5200. 
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Extracurricular Activity Programs 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:55 until 3:50 are Extracurricular Ac-

tivity Days at Central Middle. 

Activities include intramural sports, Yearbook Club, Science Club 

Mathematics Club, French Club, Drama Club, Robotics, and instru-

mental and choral music programs. 

Student transportation is provided by activity buses. Busses will 

start on Sept. 9 

Information about extracurricular activities is communicated via 

morning announcements and the school website. 

Newsletters 

Newsletters are posted on the AACPS website the first 

of every month. 

IF you do not have computer access, please contact 

Mrs. Sollenberger in the office and we will distribute a 

hard copy of the Newsletter to your student to bring 

home. 



 

TRANSPORTATION:   

Bus Riders, Bike Riders, Car Riders and Walkers 
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Parents, teachers, administrators, bus drivers and students all need to work to-

gether to ensure a safe arrival and departure for everyone each day.  Please 

contact Mr. Ravanbakhsh if you need more information or have a question re-

garding our procedures.    

BUS RIDERS:    You are expected to board the bus at your designated bus stop.  Please 

be on time each day.  While on the bus, all school rules are in effect.  We expect 

each student to behave well so that bus drivers can pay attention to their driving.  

Students who cannot comply may have the privilege of bus transportation taken away.   

Teachers will review bus behavior standards written in the “Student Handbook” during 

the first week of school. 

  Changes in bus transportation arrangements can be made only by fill-

ing out an Exceptional Transportation Request form, available in the main office.  

Where  possible, we ask that this form  be submitted at least three days before the 

change is to take place.  Emergency situations will be handled on an individual basis.  

All requests are subject to verification prior to final approval by the Supervisor of 

Transportation 

Types of requests that will be approved include  long-term child 

care arrangements, medical requests.   Requests for transporta-

tion to athletic practices, doctor appointments, employment and 

visits to friends’ houses will be denied as per Board of Education 

policy. 

PARKING:  Our parking lot spaces are for staff and visitors to Central Middle.  Any 

other cars parked in our areas are subject to being towed. 

STUDENT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP:  Please  honor the “Do Not Enter” signs leading 

into the main driveway in front of the school.  Drop off your children in the morning by 

pulling into the parking lot and proceeding to the area opposite the crosswalk 

(between the two handicapped parking signs). 

CAR RIDERS, BIKE RIDERS, AND WALKERS:  Car riders, bike riders, and walkers report 

to the cafeteria after the 2:50 bell.  They are to remain there until the buses depart.  

This is a safety issue for both students and parents.  Buses pulling into their slots can 

NOT see students coming out from behind other parked buses. 

 In the event you need to pick up your child from school, please wait for your 

child in the portion of our parking lot closest to the high school.  Students will be dis-

missed from the cafeteria about 3:00 P.M.  The first week of school expect some de-

lays due to students getting used to lockers, schedules, and bus numbers. 



 
 
 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools/OSD/JC Distribute and Post from June 19 to August 22, 2014 

 

Parents New to ParentCONNECTxp 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ParentCONNECTxp (PCxp) is an easy-to-use tool 
for communicating student progress that will allow you to 
take an even more active role in your child’s education.  
 
Parents and/or legal guardians who do not have an active 
account or parents new to AACPS are encouraged to 
request an account.  
 
During the year, parents of students in grades 1-12 can 
log onto the secure website to access their child’s grades 
and attendance.  
 
On-line registration begins Tuesday, September 9, 2014. 
 

For more information go to: 
http://www.aacps.org/html/parents/parentconnect/
parentconnect.asp 
 
 
  
 
 

http://www.aacps.org/html/parents/parentconnect/parentconnect.asp
http://www.aacps.org/html/parents/parentconnect/parentconnect.asp




 

 You will need your child’s Student ID No. 

 Visit MyPaymentsPlus.com 

 Click “Register a Free Account” 

 Follow the simple, onscreen instructions 

Make online payments for: 

 Agenda Book & Communication Folder 

 Combination Lock for Student Locker 

 Gym Lock & Uniforms 

  

 

 

 

You will need your child’s Student ID No. 

to setup an account in MyPaymentsPlus. 

If you do not know your child’s Student 

ID No., please contact their school. 

 

Central Middle 

It’s just like 

making payments 

for your child’s 

lunch program! 

 

 

            

 Art Fee 

 Science Fee 

 

 

http://www.mypaymentsplus.com/






 AACPS Magnet Information Sessions! 

Online Magnet Applications Open in October 2014 

Magnet Programs, part of Anne Arundel County’s Programs of Choice, offer motivated students the 

opportunity to engage in a specialized course of study that differs from the traditional curriculum offered 
in AACPS. Eligible Magnet students will engage in rigorous and relevant learning experiences in subject 

areas in which they have great interest. For more information about the Magnet Programs offered in 
AACPS and information about the online application process, attend one (or more!) of the information 

sessions below, talk to your School Counselor, or visit our website: 
www.aacps.org/magnet. 

General Magnet Information Evenings – 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

These sessions are targeted for all interested 5th and 8th grade 

students and their families. 

.  

September 22 ─ Old Mill High School 
September 30─ Annapolis High School 

 

Specific Magnet Program Information Nights/IB Expos - 6:30-8:00 PM

BioMedical Allied Health (BMAH) High School 

October 22 - Glen Burnie High School 

 

Center for Applied Technology (CAT)  

High School 

October 16 -   CAT North, 6:30-8:30 pm 

November 5 - CAT South, 6:00-8:00 pm 

 

Performing Visual Arts (PVA) Middle School  

October 9 -     Bates Middle School 

November 3 - Brooklyn Park Middle School 

 

Performing Visual Arts (PVA) High School 

October 8 -   Annapolis High 

October 21 - Broadneck High 

 

IB Middle Years Programme (IB MYP)  

Middle School  

October 16 - Annapolis Middle School 

October 29 - MacArthur Middle School 

October 28 - Old Mill Middle North 

IB Diploma Programme/Middle Years Programme (IB 

MYP/DP) High School 

October 15 -  Annapolis High School 

October 23 – Meade High School 

October 23 – Old Mill High School 
 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Math (STEM)  

High School  

October 14 - North County High School 

October 2 -   South River High School 

 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Math (STEM)  

Middle School 

October 7 -   Central Middle School* 

October 20 - Lindale Middle School 

October 15 - Old Mill Middle South 

 

 

 

 

At these specific magnet information sessions, we will provide an overview of the magnet program 

offered at the host school, provide a tour, and answer specific school-based magnet-related question. We 

will also answer general AACPS magnet-related questions. Computers will be available for families 

each evening so that interested parties can initiate the magnet application process on-site.  

 

* Central Middle School is projected to open SY 2015-2016, pending funding. 

Questions? Contact the Magnet Office at 410-222-5391 x1 or 410-222-5342.  

The Magnet Application for Fall 2014 for on-time applicants is projected to be opened 

from noon October 1, 2014 and will close at noon, December 3, 2014.  

Consult www.aacps.org/magnet for updates. 

Will you be a 5th or 8th Grader? 

Consider applying for a 

Magnet Program in the  

2015-2016 school year! 
 

http://www.aacps.org/magnet
http://www.aacps.org/magnet














                                                                                                                                      

 
 

(Central Middle School ID# 00980) 

Dear Parents: 

 

Welcome to the start of a new school year and a year of A+ School Rewards. Starting 

October 3, 2014 through March 19, 2015_____Central Middle_______________________________  

will have the opportunity to earn cash through Giant A+ School Rewards Program. 

 

All you have to do is: 

 Log on to www.giantfood.com/aplus select CUSTOMER REGISTRATION to register online 

using your Giant Card 

 OR  

 Return this form to school with your child and include your Giant Card Number 

(13-DIGITS)______________________, Last Name ____________________________ and 

telephone number________________________  

 

NEW THIS YEAR:  If you registered your card last year, you DO NOT need to re-register this year. 

You can visit the website to verify correct school assignment.  Also, don’t forget to 

encourage your friends and relatives to do the same.  It could mean more Cash for our 

school. 

 

After you register your card, each shopping trip at Giant using your Giant Card earns CASH 

for our school.  Each month, the amount of CASH awarded will be updated on the Giant 

website. You can track the amount of points you earn for our school by checking your 

grocery receipt and online when you create an account at www.giantfood.com. Our school 

will receive a check at the end of the program. The money can be used for any of our 

school’s educational needs. 

 

 

*Phone numbers may not be used to designate. 
If you do not know your 13-digit Giant CARD number, call the 

Card Hotline at 1-877-366-2668 and select OPTION #2 

http://www.giantfood.com/














September 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 Labor Day  1 
School Closed 

Yellow A  2   Blue B   3 Red A   4 Yellow B  5 6 

7 Blue A   8 Red B  9 Yellow A  10 Blue B   11 
Back to School 

Night          

Red A   12 13 

14 Yellow B  15 Blue A  16 Red B  17 
2-Hr Early Dismissal 

Yellow A  18 Blue B  19 20 

21 Red A   22 Yellow B  23 Blue A  24 Rosh Hashanah 25 
School Closed 

Red B  26 
Interims      

27 

28 Yellow A  29 Blue B  30 
Federal Surveys 

Home 

    

CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

221 Central Avenue East 
Edgewater, MD 21037 
410-956-5800;  fax 410-956-1266 

 Golden Cobras 

Striking 

Success! 
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